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Behind the beach there is a wide sandy plain covered with a
coarse grass which grows in great tussocks or clumps.
Through this plain runs a fresh water stream from a glacier
which can be seen a mile or so inland. The great black
mountains sweep up from the tussock plain to snowy crags.
Upon their skirts the tussock climbs up a little way as low
foothills. Then it gives way to moss and burnet. Farther
up the burnet gives way to moss and the moss to lichens and
at about a hundred feet the lichen gives way to steep scree
and rock. Then there is no more life except for a poised
bird in the air and no sound but rushing waters and the tiny
whisper of stones loosened on the screes. Perhaps the surge
of the sea comes from afar and the distant belching of
elephant seals.
It was March and at this time of year the seals lay about
the beaches, or inshore upon the plains of tussock grass,
moulting. The cows and bulls separate at this season and
the bulls lie apart from the cows in groups of up to a dozen
or fifteen, ignoring the cows as though no such thing had
ever entered their heads. It is the fresh water they like
most and, during the month of March, the fat old bulls
succeed in lolloping far up these streams as much as a mile or
a mile and a half inland. In the spring sealing is easier than
in the autumn because then they are all on the beach, each
bull with his harem of cows, and do not have to be driven,
but in March they must be driven down to the beach where
they are killed and skinned.
As we hauled the " pram " up on the shingle two yearling
pups, lying half in the water and half out, turned upon us
their round, lambent, wondering eyes, the velvety skin at
their necks creasing softly as they turned their heads. At
this age they are charming and have a soft, velvety puppy
coat and round sad eyes like saucers. But as they become
older they grow revolting and gross, lying about in heaps in
their own ordure stinking. Gummy tears run from their
eyes. The pups opened their mouths at us but made no